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Summary

H. Khavari—Khorassani, D.V.M,

Cyvtogenetic diseases

The study of human chromosomes in readily accessi-
ble material such as lymphocytes has been possible for
over 27 years.

The devélopment of banding techniques was the next
break-through.

Following these discoveries, chromosome identifi-
cation technigues were gquickly applied to clinical prac-
tice. Researchers identified an extra chromosome 21 in

patients with Down syndrome. Identification of other
classic cytogenetic disorders soon followed. Cytogenetic
abneormalities are an important etioleogic factor in spon-
taneous aborticn and may be relatively common in what
was previously considered nonspecific mental retardation.

Some cytogenetic disorders are fairly frequent and
cytogenetic analysis makes it possible to define the
precise nature of the abnormality and allows appropri-
ate councelling of the family.

In this paper the most important cytogenetic dis-

orders are discussed, .
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